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Realizing Potential

At Today’s Family, our primary responsibility is to serve  
children and families. The responsibility is large (even if most 
of the people we serve are rather small)! 

We believe that working with others in our community,  
our aspiration of helping children reach their full  
potential is an achievable goal. We are committed to 
leading change and providing opportunities for children 
and families in our community.

This year was another year full of many accomplishments 
and highlights. 
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In 2009, we served more than  4,000 children and families!!!



 In 2009 we also: 

 to a larger space within the mall to serve more families 

 licensed home early learning and child care to more than  

 creating self employment opportunities for newcomers

 Quality

 our community

 care programs in the Halton community
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We are 
Today’s Family
and we’re proud 
of the work we do.
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We are proud 
of our staff.
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And we’re 
equally proud of 
our partnerships.
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We are 
Today’s Family
and we’re helping 
make Hamilton the 
best place to raise 
a child!



Our Best Thinking 
A report from the board chair and C.E.O.   

 
providing early learning and child care services to children 
and their families in our region.  

We are pleased to report that Today’s Family has 
been vigilant to ensure the stability of the operation in  
difficult financial times and that, in light of the Pascal  
recommendations, we are poised to be a leader in the 
changing climate of early learning and child care.   

children and families in our programs; fully supported our 
-

-

 
the first Timeraiser in Hamilton — an innovative program  
promoting volunteerism and strengthening the arts  

 
employment opportunities for newcomers; and we provided  

 
 

 
 

Hamilton for an education session. Today’s Family remains 
committed to reducing poverty in our community.
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who have represented Today’s Family at numerous public  
 
 

Amidst the events of a busy year, Today’s Family board and 
senior management have participated in a broad range of 
consultations and focus groups concerning the implemen-

The recommendations in the report will have a very  
positive impact on families because the proposed action 

 
ensure a seamless, comprehensive and integrated support 

It is imperative that the proposed vision of a continuum 
of integrated early learning and child care services be 
implemented for families with children up to age 12 at 
the neighbourhood school/location (Best Start Child 
and Family Centres).
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A fragmented and patchwork system of early learning  
and care could be the outcome if the plans for full day 
of learning for four and five year olds were to move  
forward without the other recommended changes in the 
integrated early learning and child care services.  

-

and integrated vision for the care of children and families, 
and we at Today’s Family are poised and well-prepared to 

 
The board and management of Today’s Family would  

with them serving families in our community. Today’s Family 

Aviva Boxer    Marni Flaherty 



Family Home Visitors

 
 

contribution of the Family Home Visitors to Today’s Family  
over the past eleven years. The Family Home Visitors brought 

 
community resources and most importantly, the most  

 

 
visiting program has helped families in a unique way.

Three staff will continue in their role as Family Home 
Visitors at Wesley Urban Ministries and three staff will 
continue to support families and children through our 
Early Learning and Child Care Programs. The generosity  

 
forgotten.
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We’re 

Family Centred
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 Today’s Family is a family centred model of early learning and  
 child care.  

 
 and reach their full potential.

 To help children reach their full potential, and where all  
 children and youth have the opportunity to succeed, we believe  

 to achieve common outcomes

 
 
 

 and support in all that we do.
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Accountability

Our primary responsibility is to serve 
children and families. It is our job to make 
sure they are nurtured and respected.

Programs and services at Today’s 
Family are evidence-based, high-quality 
programs, which help to create the 
foundation for early learning and a 
healthy and productive life. 

Our emergent curriculum approach to 
learning builds on the strengths and 
individualism of each child.
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Steve

 

and younger play and learn together. These programs are  

to the neighbourhood they are a part of, incorporating and 

needs of the neighbourhood.

A meeting place for families, the Ryerson Ontario Early 
Years Program is a one-stop opportunity for pre- and 
post-natal supports, parenting resources and programs,  
playgroups, and linkages to community resources. Part-
nerships with service providers such as public health, 
Artists at the Centre and Hamilton Best Start, among 
many, bring programs and services together under  
one roof.
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Hamilton.

-

He is enrolled in the French immersion program, entering 
grade two. When my daughter was two-and-a-half, my wife 

 
continue with this free activity for my children. To be honest, 
I would not have continued to attend if there had not 
been other fathers at the centre as well. Men like Tim, 
Julian and Gord (who have been attending the centre 
for a long time), were my touchstones for being a stay 
at home dad. I soon learned that the Ryerson OEYC 
was not only a community but also a social network.

The children are encouraged to play with each other and all 
of the parents help each other with the children. We com-
municate ideas, news and information about activities and 

-

available to assist the 
parents with their individ-

have become a part of our 

as both of them grow. 

 

even when she is not familiar with the topic. 

children, and encourage other parents to participate. This 
is a community, with everybody participating at a level that 

created a family centred opportunity in the neighbourhoods 
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Caring

Caring is the essence of who we are. 

We care for the children who take part 
in our programs, for their families, for 
our staff, for our community and for our 
environment. 

This is reflected throughout our 
organization.
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Tamara

From early learning and child programs, to community  
outreach programs, Tamara has been shaping lives and 

 
 

centre-based programs, camp programs and collaborative  
community outreach programs. “I work for an agency  
that I consider to be leading edge in the field of Early  
Childhood Education. Today’s Family has great  
community partnerships and uses these to help me do 
my job better. Information pertinent to my job is shared 
equally with management, supervisors, and front-line 
staff.”

Her commitment to becoming involved in her community 

 

 

most important commitment is to the children and families 
in the early learning and child care centre.



Innovation

We are creative, we embrace change 
and we do things differently. 

In order to provide appropriate, 
convenient services to our families, 
it is essential that our agency grows 
over time to reflect the changing needs 
of the communities that we serve.
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and there we are, spend-
ing how many hours a 
day, how many days a 

 
this critical time in their 
lives. It amazes me the 
level of trust parents put 
in us and I try every day 
to earn that trust and to  

remember the influence of these first five years, and the 
influence I am having every day.” 

-
tive visiting in the near future. Tamara has also volunteered 
with Timeraiser to help launch the program in the Hamilton 
community.

Her commitment to children, families and community help 
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opportunities. We have started gardens at most of our early 

child care providers to nurture children’s relationships with 
their environment.

caring, innovation, collaboration and accountability. These 
are life lessons for children as importantly as they are a  

 
we nurture our plants. We are innovative in design and  
methods, always learning from previous failures and  

a community and sharing produce amongst one another.  
We are accountable for and proud of the plants and  
produce we grow.

Not only are healthy meals made possible within a  
garden space, but also healthy lifestyles. Respect is 
taught through an understanding that all living things 
contribute something essential to our environment. 
With just a few moments of consideration, we begin  
to see that the lessons learned in a garden are  
countless and valuable to children. 
are yet another way we have been able to enrich a number 
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Collaboration

Together, with other organizations in our 
city and our province, we can help to 
make change and chart new directions 
for all children. 

We nurture our partnerships with many 
organizations and reach out to build new 
partnerships.
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Weaving youth and youth engagement opportunities 
into Today’s Family has enhanced our programs and  
services. They are an asset to our community, bringing 
fresh ideas and perspectives to all that we do. 

 
 

in our programs. These opportunities have been funded  

 

 
 
 

funders, we have strengthened our capacity to engage youth. 

counsellors to community garden coordinators to arts  

 

 

Chris
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these different approaches to rhythm instruction in my  
 
 
 
 

“I am providing a booklet of my lesson plans in  
comprehensive language, which the Early Childhood 
Educators at Today’s Family will feel comfortable using. 
To accompany these lesson plans will be a video which 
will include demonstrations of these lessons.”

 

 
 

for the Arts, celebrating their learning.

 
Family. We are fortunate to have youth engaged in our  
programs.



We’re 

growing
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Partnerships

 
communities we serve. We are situated in many communities  

children and families annually. Working together with  
local, municipal and provincial partners creates strength 
and sustainability in the work that we do. Together, we 
are achieving common outcomes for children.
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Our community partnerships include:
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Staff:
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Our Team

Board of Directors

Board Chair / President: 
Vice Chair / Vice President: 
Secretary / Treasurer: 
Directors: 

Honourary Member: 

Management

Marni Flaherty, 
Maureen Hall, 
Barb Vanry, 
Brenda Ferguson, 
Brian Petersen, 
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Valerie Houbart
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Nancy Quinn
Alice Vidinha
Ashleigh Walters

Ashley Williams

Anda Witolla
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Financials

Accountants are available through the 

Work and Family Connections

consultation in connection with family 
dependent care needs, was inactive 
throughout the year.
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